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Medicine

EDITORIAL

A Successful Annual Meeting

THE EDUCATIONAL AND the business functions of
the 96th Annual Session of the California Medical
Association were carried forward in a thoroughly
professional manner at the meeting held 15 to 19
April in Los Angeles.

Outstanding guest speakers, whose presenta-
tions were centered on Advances in Diagnostic
Technique, the theme of this year’s scientific ses-
sions, drew good audiences even though the total
physician registration at the meeting was less than
in previous years. Attendance may have been af-
fected somewhat by the weather (which in South-
ern California may be described as Oregonian)
and by the fact that the CMA gathering followed
closely upon other meetings of similar quality that
were held in California.

The House of Delegates carried on its business
with extraordinary harmony and dispatch, dealing
with 108 resolutions and electing officers and
members of the Council. Among important ac-
tions, the House:

¢ Set dues at $90, unchanged from the present
rate.

 Reaffirmed the previously expressed opinion
of the majority of the House of Delegates favoring
changes in laws governing therapeutic abortion
when it defeated a resolution that would have had
the CMA take no official stand on recently pro-
posed legislation on this subject in California.

* Adopted a resolution encouraging communi-
cation between the CMA and the California Coun-
cil for Health Plan Alternatives.

¢ Commended California Blue Shield for its re-
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sponsiveness to physician problems and its accom-
plishments in implementing Medi-Cal.

* Endorsed efforts to repeal certification and
recertification provisions of P.L. 89-97.

* Encouraged efforts to eliminate Medicare’s re-
quirement for three days in hospital before admis-
sion to an extended care facility.

* Reaffirmed the stand that chiropractic serv-
ices should not be covered under Medi-Cal or
other government programs.

* Adopted a resolution asking the CMA to re-
view P.L. 89-97 regulations concerning clinical
laboratories operated by qualified physicians; and
affirming that clinical laboratory services provided
by a physician, even though he provides no other
services to the patient, are medical services quite
as much as are similar services rendered by physi-
cians providing other services, and should be regu-
lated in the same manner as all other medical
services.

* Directed the Commission on Medical Services
to develop and promote the use of a standard re-
porting form for private and government third-
party payment programs.

* Recommended that the profession take the
same interest and initiative in staff activities of
nursing homes and extended care facilities as it has
found desirable and necessary in acute hospitals.

¢ Called for CMA to take all possible steps to
eliminate the drug formulary under the Medi-Cal
program.

¢ Urged continuing emphasis and educational
efforts on the need for physicians to include neces-
sary identifying information on direct bills to Med-
icare patients.

» Favored supporting appropriate legislation re-

quiring pasteurization of all market milk sold for
human consumption.



